
Shooters, 

 

Congrats for making the roster for the Allegheny Sniper Challenge.  If you have never attended 

ASC and don’t really know what you’ve signed up for, this might help in making your first time 

on the mountain a better experience.  If you have attended prior, read it anyway; these things 

apply to everyone. 

 

First and foremost, pay attention during the Shooter Meeting.  I cannot stress this enough.  

Safety, schedules, safety, SOP’s, and safety will be discussed.  Yes, I said “safety” more than 

once…and for good reason.  We take safety very seriously and you will learn why during the 

meeting.  Many last-minute questions you might have will be answered during the meeting.  If 

you still have questions after we are done with announcements, please raise your hand and ask. 

 

Be on time for everything.  This applies to events which have a specific time set to occur such as 

the shooter meeting Thursday evening, and early mornings to convoy to the mountain.  This also 

applies in a more general way; be ready to move off from the parking area with your gear as 

soon as humanly possible after arriving, move with a purpose between stages, be front and center 

when stage instructions are being given, etc.  The less time that is wasted waiting for someone 

results in more shooting opportunities for everyone. 

 

On the General Information page of the match website are some solid words of wisdom from 

folks who have been on the mountain for many years.  Pay attention to all of it.  It might be 

difficult to prepare accordingly if you have no idea what you’re getting in to, but taking notice of 

the suggestions will help.  Where most folks get into trouble has nothing to do with the shooting 

aspect of the match.  Most folks who get into trouble, got there because they came unprepared.   

 

The weather can change in an instant with very little warning.  Mornings will be cool, if not cold 

with frost.  Afternoon temps could be quite warm where you are wishing for some shade.  

Showers and storms can roll in and out at any time.  Cool temps, wind, and being soaked from 

the shower that moved through a few minutes ago isn’t much fun.  Sunburn by noon with hours 

to go in the day isn’t much fun either.  When thinking about what to bring/wear, consider that it 

may be better to have it and not need it, than to need it and not have it.  There will be no 

opportunity to get something from your vehicle during the match.  Once we leave the parking 

area in the morning, you will not return to your vehicles (or possibly even see them) until the end 

of the day.  Pack your ruck accordingly. 

 

Please bring more layers than you think you’ll need, adequate rain gear (if we can see the targets, 

we shoot…regardless of what is falling from the sky…unless electricity is falling from the sky), 

sunscreen, hydration, snacks, lunch, etc.  Also plan how you will protect your gear from the 

elements.  Lens cloth will keep you in the game if it rains and your optics are dripping wet.  Rain 

covers for your pack are lightweight and small, but can really make a difference in gear 

management during adverse weather conditions.  Also, Zip-loc bags aren’t just for food.  

Anything that shouldn’t get wet needs a zip-loc.  Extra batteries for your electronic gadgets 

won’t hurt either; you’ll be using your gadgets a lot.  If you aren’t prepared, you’re not going to 

get the most out of the match, or yourself.   



 

With all the gear you think you’ll need, also remember that you will be carrying it all for most of 

the match.  We will transport gear and shooters to the top of Narrowback in the morning, or out 

of The Hollow at the end of the day, but otherwise you will be carrying all your stuff and 

walking.  You don’t have to carry all of your ammo for the entire match every day.  After the 

shooter meeting on Friday, you will know which leg of the match you will shooting the 

following day, and how many targets are on that leg.  Carry the maximum allowable shots shown 

on the score sheet for that leg, plus a handful more in case you run into some issues that have to 

be sorted out.  In this approach, you’ll have plenty for that day, and won’t be burdened by 

excess.  Probably not a bad idea to do a shake-down of your gear at home before the match to 

make sure you’re comfortable carrying it all. 

 

Take a look at the photo gallery on the match website to get an idea of terrain, as well as 

clothing, gear, and equipment past competitors have used, and some of the shooting positions.  

Think about how you will prepare based on these images. 

 

You must have your equipment in order and ready to go the first morning of the match.  There 

are no zeroing ranges, no warm-ups, and no time to sort gear.  Do everyone a favor and get your 

gear squared away the night before.  If, during the match, you have a problem with your rifle or 

equipment, please alert one of the ASC Staff so we can get you back up and running.  Also let us 

know if you have a major equipment malfunction and cannot continue shooting.    

 

Speaking of being squared away… Don’t be the last to shoot a stage.  Once you have received 

stage instructions, determine your firing solutions, wrangle someone to spot for you if you need 

it, and get the shots done.  If you weren’t present when stage instructions were given, ask an RO 

what you are supposed to be doing in that location and get busy doing it.  Don’t be “that guy” 

standing around doing nothing.  You should be shooting, figuring a firing solution, reorganizing 

gear for the next movement, spotting for another shooter, etc.  Yes, there will be times that you 

will have to wait to shoot a stage, but be ready to shoot it when the opportunity opens up. 

 

For the majority of the stages, rangefinders are allowed.  There will be stages where rangefinders 

are not allowed, and you will be required to calculate the distance to known dimension targets by 

milling them with either a provided spotting scope, or the reticle in your scope.  This is a 

practical field skill that you should be proficient in.  Sometimes, in the real world, electronics fail 

and you need to do things the old fashioned way. 

 

Similarly, electronic ballistic calculators (Kestrels, Nomads, phone apps, PDA’s, etc) are allowed 

for the majority of the match.  The one unwavering fact about electronic gadgets is that if they 

fail, it will be at the most inopportune time.  There could also be stages where you are not 

permitted to use electronic devices of any sort.  Do yourself a favor in advance, and print out a 

dope card…laminating it, or a few layers of clear packing tape over it, might also be a good idea 

(that’s a hint). 

 

 



As well, for most of the match, shooters can help each other.  There will be some stages where 

individual skills are tested, and the sharing of any information between shooters is prohibited.  

But, for the most part, sharing of information is encouraged.  Some folks might not have spotting 

scopes, range finders, wind meters etc.  Sharing wind calls isn’t out of the ordinary.  Don’t be 

afraid to give or receive help and suggestions. 

 

Keep in mind that ASC is a practical field match.  Positional shooting will be required, slings are 

used (not just carry straps, but actual slings for supported shooting), unconventional positions are 

necessary, and high-angle shots are many.  There may be tall grass you have to shoot through.  

There may be mud where you have to shoot from.  You might have to take standing shots.  You 

might have to shoot off of your pack.  Movement, on a timer, with multiple targets might happen 

occasionally.  Pillows, oversized rear bags, mechanical rests, and similar square range 

accessories are not allowed.  Bipods are used most often, but shooting sticks or a tripod/cradle 

might be handy occasionally.  Stages are set up to test long range practical marksmanship. 

 

The last bit of advice I have is regarding mindset.  There are those who will come to the match 

determined to win it.  There are others who shoot the match and don’t even submit their scores.  

Somewhere between those two approaches are the bulk of the shooters who attend ASC.  There 

are no points, money, social media fame, or prizes awarded depending on how you place in the 

match.   Yes, ASC is a competition, but the “C” in “ASC” stands for “Challenge”.  If you are 

squared-away, dialed-in, and solely focused on winning throughout the match, I wish you much 

success.  You might not have as good a time though as the folks who are there for the overall 

experience.  Three days wandering the hills and valleys with targets everywhere, sending a lot of 

rounds downrange, learning from or helping others, and being challenged by what the mountain 

has to offer is what ASC is really about.  How you approach the match is completely your call 

though.  We look forward to seeing everyone on the mountain soon. 

 

And, no whining…seriously. 

 

Brian 

 

 


